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How do I become a Primary School Teacher?

Primary School Teacher
Job description

A Primary School teacher delivers learning programmes in curriculum subjects for school children aged from 4 to 12 in preparation for second level education. Takes a class in groups or individually for a range of subjects e.g. maths, geography, Irish, history and science as well as reading and writing. They may use a variety of resources including audio-visual and computers and may use a variety of teaching techniques. Primary Teachers are responsible for organising projects, monitoring and recording the work and progress of pupils. They write reports and attend staff meetings and parents’/careers evenings. They are also involved in extra-curricular activities, school concerts and musicals and may additionally supervise the work of a special needs assistant.
Typical work activities

Typical activities are broadly the same for all primary school teachers and include:

· teaching all areas of the primary curriculum; 

· taking responsibility for the progress of a class of primary age pupils; 

· organising the classroom and learning resources to create a positive learning environment; 

· planning, preparing and presenting lessons that cater for the needs of the whole ability range within their class; 

· motivating pupils with enthusiastic, imaginative presentation; 

· maintaining discipline; 

· preparing and marking to facilitate positive pupil development; 

· meeting requirements for the assessment and recording of pupils' development; 

· providing feedback to parents on a pupil's progress at parents' evenings and other meetings; 

· coordinating activities and resources within a specific area of the curriculum, and supporting colleagues in the delivery of this specialist area; 

· working with others to plan and coordinate work; 

· staying up to date with changes and developments in the structure of the curriculum; 

· taking part in school events and activities which may take place at weekends or in the evening; 

· liaising with colleagues and working flexibly, particularly in smaller schools; 

Qualifications:

A Bachelor degree in Education (BEd.) or an eligible honours degree followed by a graduate diploma in Primary Education.

Adult Entry

There is no upper age limit for entry to this work. Suitable mature applicants have a very good chance of entering teacher training. Candidates who are twenty-three years of age or over on 1 January of the year of entry are classed as mature students, for which there is a separate competition. Up to 10% of places on BEd. courses can be reserved for mature students. In the case of mature students application procedures may vary between institutions so it is highly advisable to contact the colleges of education directly for application information.

Colleges

· St Patrick's College of Education, Dublin, www.spd.dcu.ie  

· Marino Institute of Education, Dublin, www.mie.ie 

· Mary Immaculate College of Education, Limerick www.mic.ul.ie 

· Froebel College of Education, Dublin www.froebel.ie 

· Church of Ireland College of Education, Dublin www.cice.ie 

The BEd and the Postgraduate Diploma in Primary Education are offered through these colleges. The postgraduate diploma is also offered as an online, distance education course from Hibernia College, www.hiberniacollege.net 

NB: For all applicants it is necessary to have achieved a minimum of a C3 in Honours Irish in the Leaving Certificate or have successfully completed the first year of an Arts degree in Irish.

For more information on primary teaching:

Dept of Education & Science: www.education.ie
Qualifax courses database: www.qualifax.ie 

Or contact AEGIS on 057 8672963 or www.laoisaegis.ie 

This information was compiled from www.prospects.co.uk, www.careerdirections.ie and Jobfile Ireland 2008-2009.

